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1. I mad* ft special trip to Bonn just a faw days prior to ny dapartur* 
from tha Carman ^ti88ion for tha specific purposa of spandlng an avanlng with Ganeral 
HEIISINGER and his wifa» C - * . 3 who was also prsj^snt In Bonn on other 

business, joined us for dinner with Mrs* HEUSIKGER at their honie at ^5 Brombergwsg 
on the Veoausberg above Bonn* ftnrtng tXaxjaatx 

2* The nt fcia t tanx i axtlia BeKBiajcArig x situation in the Derense Ministry is 
generally improved since our last meeting more than six months ago but extremely 
serious problems still face Defense Minister BLANK and his staff# The quantity 
and quality of American support, the willingness and capability of the U*8 
Forces to assist both in the United §ta+es and in Germany with training matters 
and the general relationship between the German Defense Ministry and U*S, Forces 


ore no longer problenwj U*S* aid and support sun are completely satisfactory# 
xxxxxxxxxxSxx The political problems r<?lated to remilitarization are, however, 
asstmdng discouraging proportions 

2* HEUSINGER sorived home xf a few minutes after our arrival; luy first 


impression was that he look aanoi harried and tired* 


during the next four or five hours 


Our conversatior 


provided a number of reasons 




why he should be# during this time we explored a number of interested questions! 




V/hat ar4 the implications of the SPD commitment to drop the Wehrpflicht^ What will- 
bo the BIIE and FDP position on the Wehrpfllct? Can the SPD conceivably fonn a 
coalition with the BHE and the FDP lA 1957? Jtt3db Will the 96,000 roan corraliitnient for 

this year be met? What are the problems related to- this? What is the cureent strength 

» 

and make up of the forces? V/as the Def Min satisfied with the 9000pplus c^'-ntingent 

picked up from the Grenzschutz? Are U*S* aiaterial and training aid adequate? Are 
you having any problems in your relations with U*S* Forces? What wi.ll happen 


after you have rt-wched a 100,000 man level? k 500,000 man level? What do 
you anticipate the Soviets will do to further delay this development? Are 
you satisfied \dth the organization of the Def Min? V/hat is yoiir estimate of 
public sent5ment regarding the new German Amy? How are the reforms associated 
with the nemo of BADDISSIN working out? How do you think the future development 
continuing development of the Geman Defense Forces will effect the basic 
issue of reunification? Of NATO? The following is a summary of what I 


found to be HSlJSD^GER’s views on these and related 


matters discussed? 


a* Current Status nf Remilitarlzatlon t With the recent transfer of 
al»ost^0,000 m«i from the Qrenzschir^a^ Germany now has aljpost 33,000 men 


- 


In h«r forctfl^ Th«t/ar« mor# than\0QP^ thnsm are officers* 


almost nona of which are 


jun^r offio9vp€ THta*e Is a real problem 


the NCO grades# UnlWs^here Is an 


!ate and eff«tiv« recxniltefmt campaign 


the 96,000 year figwe cWinot be met^nd ^e cadres to h^d^^he draftees will 


be far from cojelplpte at the 1956# TheVeasons: 


pay of soldiers 


cannot copjiote with salaries orN^he German econ^l^PGi (b) a /Wlitary existence 
has ^tle app'^al German ol\l956 (c^Jnose y^(|ung wi:o ar^Nlnterested in 

military career concerned that \b«Arry may, bec^se of eitlv^ political 
or technicai d^^lopments, be redu^fW 5\ size before it ever r~aches''^he planned 
size of 500,000* Once the dn^tees are iri training a certain percental will 


adjust well to the life 


elect to s 


/ 


a. Cu rrent of Kp.mili t.Q.riz With tiie re':-‘'nt tm nr, .Cor of al:'or.t lO^noo 

men fron: the Grenzoehutz, Gc r.ov/ hur nlir.ort armed forces. More 

than 5^^^ tne^e, are, riowevor, off leers— -almost none of which were brou^dit on active 
duty in the jud-ior officer ranks* The shortr-.«:e of qualified NO Os is even more acute; no 
solution for staffing? out the NCO {trades for the olanned cadre units in the 9^,000 man 
force which is the early 1957 ^oal has been found. General HSl'SINGJSR expressed the 
opinftoTi that an immediate and effective recruitment campal£n may partially solve the 
cadre prohlem in tlie enlisted grades, hut will do little to offset the ba.sic causes 

for the lack of response to Minister BLAlTiC’s efforts to build un the forces. He enucerated 
these as; (a) the o.qy of soldiers cannot cor.uete with s’lerles on the German e conn my, (b) a 
litary career has little auueal to the youn/c Geivuan in 1956, (c) youn^; Germans who are 
interested in a rollltpr;/’ career .^re conc^^rned thot the Army may, because of either 
political or technical dovoloucients, be reduced In rize before it ever reaches the planned 
size of 500,000, On tiie lon£;er r^ange develonrrnet of a co^’^etent grouu of jTG 9 s, General 
HiUSINGER was more oot5..T.ir> tic. Once the draft 3s implemented and the r^irr-t classes have 
exoierenced the ren.lities of 11 ■^e in the hornian -.rmsd forces, ? xxxHxbifl: percentage 
of the dra-^tees v/111 orobacly elect to stay in the service. If, hov/ever, the first classes 
are badly trained and improperly handled because of the pr^^reat acute lack of a tr<vlning 
TTGO cadre, the future reenlir^ trrent prot:ra.r;i will f;*ce rough going,. 

b. U.S* SOTTIPl^irr and TMI>rNG SUPPORT ; General H.VJSINGh.l exor-'ssed complete 
satisfaction vrith the asci'/tance being received fro-';: the IT*S, Armed ?orces Mission.- 
In recent yea-rs HZTSIN.-Kd had exnressed to do his concern that (a) the Ger:i:ens would 
initially receive 2nd. clo.ss ir.S, equipment, (b) the eo_uir)inent v/ould. be handled via a 
SHAPE ari.is pool subject to political pressures snd luidue control by the French, (c) the 
U.S, military Ipoders wore n'^t hsiuiii: suf^i<rently active in Bonn and (d) the Germans 
would ^ttxxtxxR.tad find t-hemr^elves with soldi ei*s and trainees before U#S, training and 


?-id could be organized. He admitted tiu..t all '^f is a>:ore!iensi vis had been proved 


/ 


groundless*. He spoko ^^lowingLy of the rec'.ction of the off?‘oarx students back froiij 

courses lu the V*S. In this connection he diver^:ed to discuss the ornbleLn of in 

the NATO vrorld auid enrohasized the i:.':aor!;ance the Federal liepablic would t?^ve to Eu^lian and 
Erencb In their tr:'..ining*. He s poke with e.nthusaisrr of tlic recent ceremony at Br erne rha Ten 
marking the first major delivery of now eo^^^iomant* He toll me that he had 4nci)CBdtr 
snoken for five minutes in English to the consternation of most of the uerm.an ^ress 
reToresentatives v.Oio later requested German text* He said that he himself was unable to 
keep up with the details of the eov.iuDont or obi era end rfcoxinted his o\m sur-orise 
on hearing from a cadre tank battalion commander that he plready hod almost the full 
coiApleinent of U.S. M«^^7s* In short, General Hfil/SING.E^ Is satisfied with his Nx£ 
relations v/it:: the U.S, Forcos». 

c* The American TA71K ; We were norticularly interested to learn that the Germans 
will equip their armored units exclusively with American armor equinment* Something over 
a year ago I had suoken w?*.th General H0’Sd!!’TGEH shortly after his return from avis it to 
the IjK which had ?.nciu<Ud dei.:onstr:i.tions of the GEH!T\;?JO'r* At that time HrJUSINGEll 
lndicr^ted that they preferred the CEITTITHIOH a:id v/ould orobably equipaiE the German units 
with this superior piece of sq-.iipinent, HPX’SINGEH ioojbbjtedxttetrxxix said that it heii 
become apparent during the past ye.^r thr-t training, suooly and maintenance problems 
would be greatly simplified by the adoption of only U*S, armored equipment. He did not 
coHiment on his viev/s on the respective merits of Amer*! an end British armored vehicles, 

d/ The German ROLE in SHA^^E: Regardless of how badly things may be going in the 

building up of an Army, it will not be long before the German units under arms will 

roug'ily equal the limited combat units that the French still hj^ve on the 

continent, HEUSINGKR left nc roon for doubt that the Germans v/culd press for a more 

active role in S}LAPE commends once the Fvicral Reuuhliu*s combat strength o.nd effovti veness 

and be c.o:r>r.red \n tli that of the French, tbuccHiactRii In coicmentine: on the French role in 

. by tho French Marshall 

SIIA?':), HEl.rsiFGER re call eel a conversation with Gen ml Jl'IN during a visit in recent months, 
JUIN had been interested in the ertohlishcdnt of a military/ comiaend an the North 
African area vliich wo\ild be associated with but not sv/bordinete to SHAPE and would oe 
considered a riiltPry or^-r.i.etion .f -ATO. :m:51”GVR felt thst tir s thiuvin. reflected . 



a mixture of France ■oollticel urobleir.s ani Marshall own aobitions. liSUSIUvVZH 

expressed the vi»?v; that It had not been easy for either TUIN or M')!TTW]r?;.Tjr to accept 

subordinate military roles to .a ^ener'^l '•■•s yoking as General 'T0Ji3~’AD ojid tiia.t tliis had 

undoubtedly olayod a role in »TUIN*s decision to /ri'/e no his SiLAPE Surooenn Comrand* 

e# Ge man Officers in SKy\PS Assirumenta t "'^ith En£;15si' and French well established 

as the dominant league^ea in SHAPE, any Gerir,?un of-^'Jeer that ftoes not have fluency in one 

or the other vill kxxK, HEl^SFfGJUR fnels, have little chance of success in a SHAPE noet. 

He noted the case of a- German officer vho is fluent in French assi^^ned to trJIN *3 

hesdqunrters and successfully performid^ the Position of chief of lo/?:istiC8* 

ihKxxiiEakxiiaBxHBUSIlTGEii will e.tte;Gt>t to Increase the number of German officers assi^ed 

united 

to shape positions althou^ he feels that the enthuoiasn for a jcsBaara Suro'oean solution 

has alost ground during recent months# 

ft Qpganization of the Gc^tran defense Ministry : Noting the large number of 
heads 

deoartmentx which are directly resoonsible to the Minister end the equally bdoad 
and unmanageable character of SPEIDEL’s "joint staff", IIEl’SINi'rER said tJrrt his o\^^l role 
is becoming mo*e and more thot of onoffice dealincr with -nroblerrs that overflow from 
both BLA2TK*s and SPEIDEL^s offices# 2To reorgs.:! zotion of the I'.iaistry will be considered, 
;'.owever, until the r^onding logiGla tion on organization has be»:'n oassed, A very real 
consideration, he admitted, v/ps the comop r«ti’-ely l^rge number of general officers that 
could be justified in the present organisp.tion* Ge.nerals brought on duty now would, he 
said, be available ond familiar with Ministry” oroblems at the time that the actua.1 

f or/r.f3.tion of ^tx±dxxnsx trooo units gets underv/ay, *!!ihe fir>?t Corps will nrobably be formed 

/ 

next year unde tJu-j comm^^nd of Gerieral MAiDQ? MAT2KT, pre?? *int coinmarr^er of 3GS troops# 

MATZKT Will probably be celled to duty in the Army as a Major General (two stars)# General 

von SCfIl\rP:lIN is currently discussing wi^h ?I?.l'SI?JG]Pd the possibility that he might be 

Lt# 

recalled to active duty as a ±tei£Kxra:t Goneral his r^a.nk r,t the end of the war# 

V 

H.-.’.'S'I’TG/.R feels that- this is out of tbo question nnd is oo-.os'-jd in principle to recalled^ 
officer's to duty are reduced ra.nrs# 


§• H}g-s:n0ja»3 yjpv on yRA::G]S: iro.:3r>CElC hps come to regard ?G:’07.S yiU’^oE 

■US the indi’/iviual icost reGnoneihle for thr destnictiori of the £DC philosophy • During 
the actual events of t)ie snmrrer of 195^ he had not, he said, been one of those Sttzacajc.'fcs 

> 

Subsecuent ev'ent s 

«k 

O-ennans who had oointed the fin^-er of oocusation l-fTilTDES TW'iZ'E^ farfe igatx aup rffma aiAx 

have convinced him th^?t IQ^'rDSS PJtA'FCS* acong the Suropeons and excluding the British, 

KBirt will hiso'trically assume the role of the deptroyf.r of txBiBtinct^cSsxsxBXXxUni^aKxx 

a fra^^ile but popular beginning of a European Union. 

h. BEAjU>!AMMT Ts RjST.^rmCATlON ; General y.r-SVl^m feels that once the Federal 
becomes e. reality 

Republic army, el though only in cadre s trength slightly in access of 100^000^ the Soviets 
v/ill again move iso utilize this issue to sioi±teJ{A5fi destroy SHAPE and >TAT?0. If the Soviet 
mjcff were to a suggestion that all foreign forces be v;itbdrawu from both 




afathgxftttXttgExi Rgira bitgHX East end tfr-st Germany, HETTSIUfl!.-! feels that even s very -nonular 

and strong German government would h^ve difflcultj'’ in obtainp’ng popul^nr support for the 

continued stationing of U.S. and Britis)i troons in Germany, Beyond that he feels that 

to ask for the v/ithdra.i^l foreign troops 

tkfloacEx a political move in Ge manyf under these circur;stnnces might well prove contagious 

foreign 

in the oth^r g Esfcg r Europea.n Countries in t‘d'iicM.SKA?35 forces are stationed. HBirSTUGEH 

directly 

does not believe thvot such a move would necesf^arily by IxicHdintgiyxl 1 nked w±±kx with 
the reunif ication question. He feels thr-t the V^ect should not seriously consider any 
Soviet offer that does not include concrete Soviet steps to free the Satellite areas of 
Soviet controls but docs not offer solution an to Just hov' the T-n: ted States and 
other NATO countries could* be Peaceful rnctiiods, remain in Germajiy If public opinion 
favored sjr a withdrawal of troops. ird-SIUGICR said tiie he had in fact talked over this 
eventua.lity with Chancellor ADPHAIGIH o.s errly as 19j^» 

(Comment: The UP5//ING estimate on triis point Is, I believe, veiy firmo- 
UPSWING feels tho.t the Soviets v/ill n:^oOccupy themselves with economic mo.ttors during the 
next five years pnd will do n:'thing to distu'rb the present inclusion of the Sntellitec 
ond the GDR in the controlled So-^lct economic o?-blt 5 ) 


The 1957 Elegtlons; Porec.'^.stlnf; on t'rp of the Ger.T.an 195? ^lections 


is, at this time, a vnste of time oni onerpy in Kl-i' s oplonion* The substiantial 

elements In the Gerimn nolitic^il picture (economic oroenerlty’, 7 yo^re of buidllng anrl 

recorer:^*' under A^enc.uer, no ImnediPte ccnc-^rn of Vforld Wnr III etc.) su^g^*Ht that 

an election ml^ht brin^; about no sl^jf^cant ciio.nf'.es if hold today* Th^re are, he 

elements 

admitted, a number of fjretsra that hare dorcloned during the u^^st year mjadt with which 
political analusts are spocxr.ating. Most of these •'=ve, however, factors that could be 
fully reversed In the year that lies ahead, FIJ^-SPT -I5H lends rreat importance to the 
strength of the SPD In Its opposition to d^tng bfusiness wit*' the Pen^cow Regime, suite 
of the carefully worded recent SPD laxrtjr resolution rega'^ding the military draft, he 
considers a.n SPD/PDP/BHE coalition with no military draft olmort impossible# Thus, he 
does not feel that the remllit arij^ation of Germany will be deeds We ly influenced bv 
internal Fed Ren political developments# 

J. TJ,S# Representation in Bonn : HiHUrSTTOyil suolce deoloringly of the tremendous 
turnover of qualified U.S. reura sen tat Ires in Gerri.a.ny during the Irnt yKXZX year and 
particularly in the lest months# In this connection he noted the activities of 
Soviet Aebassador ZORIN (this v/as a v;ee’r bevore ZOKIlMs departure announced) which 


he compared only with t ose of Francois PONOBT- — long the object of much admiration by 

both of the HEUSING^Tls, 

♦ 

k# nBUSINGFR and SPBIDJDL : There is na±.':^exti39x very obviously a r:ft developing 

between Germany’s two ton This datros to t::e d'-'ys SPJiJiDFL was 






carrying out his political and ra±kr?r , /fTF^'S N^TIjl’s onifi4on,aDituar^tivGly oleasant 

duties In Paris w' th the Interim SDC Pl<;:minj-‘ Gronr> w;:il'- was faced v.ith 

< * 

often u^'^'lcesant and certainly rost tas'< of .dotting* the Defense 

Ministry organized,. Up to tno lastnnment, }isd evoocted that he woul'i 


■for 


only three star officer initially opoointe.'l ani concerned wj t/i "looking s.bq.u^' 
s cm thing ;^or S^HIDEL to do'’. Most sixsscrtK individuals who are well informed 
intrlca.ciep of the German cilitery hierarchy feel t/i-'t ti\e tables were,..«?l^^^li^ v;.-.rn^,.d 




when SP~IDEL becnne head 05 che vorj- 3 )eoj,rtir,ep.t IV oj. /Joint Staff" with 

HiJISIaGEH moved outwo.rd and unward to ksadxitnxttje aot no a nir,iiner and olannin 
coordln-.tor for the 'Moint chiefs"— i. v. the h- n ls of tne three ssxrelHxJoict 
service denartments and SBEIDEL, Addi ti onnUjr, S'=T-IDSL is known to maintain very 
close relations vith General (;>ot) Gr.lLi.:/, Chl^f of the German Intelli.:5ence Service, 

and Defense Minister BLAIiKhimslef. HITSrTG^.;. aeems to be quite removed from many 

* 

of the important day to day d evelooments in the "joint staff" which will have far 
reaching impact on the character of the German Forces, 13Qj unresolved question of 

a star General Officer for the Germau Forces is probably another element which tends 
to keep relations between KSL’SI •'tiJ-'R and SPFIDZL on edge. 

L, S IIT ?HS GjudlAI? ATcjn) FOllCZS; "The reform movement which blossomed 

in the midst of general public enthusiasm for doing away with the "old German army" 
during the early days of the 3LA.MK office is, according to HD/sri'-FR, gH±iqpcjttacsH;^UBOc 
xsz±BiixxjEzx!Dtxi 3 iKZx being criticized by many of the verjr members of the Bundestag 


who were in the vanguard of the reformers .just a few years ago. 0^ 




nn i f grill, a, 

certa-in^- -" t first unrades 

in Bonn the o.o'oec^voiice of tht^ Oermor; offi-ers and soldiers in T>ublic and* indeed » 


the expffirieau »3 of ^he first aolil^^rs in harracJcs ho/re -produced a flood of ctxx 
criticism of th^t^niforji r.nd rnnnj of the di?:tinctly new ci'stoJis of the German 
armed forces t^iot been dosi,^npd to miniii'.ize associotioii with tlie Vehrmaoht and 

0 

Its predecessors, says that the reform rrovemant intentionally was permitted 

to go to some ectremes, 1> recoggHion of the incvitabl:' reaction that would result, 
H]PJSI'TBBR sthadjstly sumorted Gra^ HAi'DISRIi? as having followed an enlighteded and 
-orrect arogra.m,-i!i 


